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Zoonoses, Foodborne Within months of the outbreak, Australian governments were seeking to develop new national food safety standards. However, there were challenges in the development of these standards due to the lack of comprehensive data on the incidence and causes of foodborne illness 3 . With no state or national foodborne disease surveillance system, public health practitioners and policy makers could only rely on case reports, infrequent outbreak reports, irregular and ad hoc summaries of foodborne disease, and overseas surveillance data to formulate food safety standards 4 . One project concluded that there was value in a population based systematic and enhanced surveillance system to better understand the epidemiology of foodborne disease. Given this finding, an 18 month trial of 
What is OzFoodNet
OzFoodNet is a network of epidemiologists based in each state and territory health department and DoHA. 
Achievements
In the early years of the network there was a strong emphasis on research and in developing a better understanding of foodborne disease. Several studies examined the risk factors for campylobacteriosis 8 9 ; studies into particular Salmonella types from certain areas of Australia, such as S. 
Enhanced surveillance systems
The network has developed a national approach to surveillance for some foodborne pathogens of particular interest so that consistent and comparable information is collected when needed and to detect potential outbreaks. In Focus
